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Nelson’s Column 
 

Moose Trophy – Oulton Park – 9 September 2006 
 

(� ) � *� +� � � � � � , � � � � � 
 � � � � � � � � � � � �� � � � *� � � � � � � � �� � � ! � � � � - � .� � � � � � � � � � � � � ' � � � � � � +� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � *� � � � � � � � � ��� � � � � ���
� � / � � � � � � �� 0*� ' � � � � � � � � � � *� ' � � � � � � � � *� � � � � � � � � � / *� � �1 � / *� � � *� � � � �(� � � � 2�� � */ � " 2�3 � � � / � � � � � � � � � � � � � � ! � � � � � � � � � � � � �
� � � �4 � �� � � �! � � *�� �� � � �� � �� � � � � � *� �� � �  ��
 
The day dawned and we were greeted with sunshine and blue skies. Having rarely had a completely dry (and many 
where it was absolutely p…..g it down) meeting this year, I was already starting to think I’d made the wrong decision when 
Diz confirmed my worst fears. Having spotted that I had “nothing to do” (team owners please note this is obviously Diz’s 
opinion of those who put a load of effort into making the wheels turn) I was conscripted to write the Moose article for the 
Newsletter. So much for a relaxing day, now I was going to have to put some effort into remembering what went on. 
 
Probably the most difficult challenge of the day was negotiating a route to the scrutineering bay (even though we were 
only a couple of feet away), which 750MC had arranged the opposite way round to BRSCC, and a path through the 
seemingly endless line of hot hatches and SAXMAXs (twice). Meanwhile, David had gone to try and locate signing on 
(wouldn’t it be easier to use the scrutineering office like BRSCC?). Having completed all the formalities bacon butties 



were next on the agenda, so Ben was dispatched to purchase some of MSV’s delicious but rather overpriced offerings. 
This had a rather strange effect in that the rest of the Bailey support team arrived right on cue and just in time for a brew 
and a buttie. Things were looking up – if David could time his passing moves as well we were in with a chance!! 
 
Qualifying brought its usual tales of misfortune. Jim Mitchell, behind the wheel of a formula ford for the first time in almost 
twelve months courtesy of Hugh Williams RF92 (rather than my old RF89, which is still in bits and the subject of many 
additional pages to the book of excuses), initially suffered a misfire, which then cleared and appeared to transfer itself to 
Chris Walsh’s RF89. Both these guys need a bit of luck to go their way at the moment. The Colonel disappeared from 
view after a solitary lap, John Farrell’s engine sounded a little off key and Stuart Dix retired his Reynard 85F, which was 
doing a good impression of Diz consuming a packet of fags (plenty of smoke and not a lot of action!!). The driver to suffer 
most was Phil Austin who held his hands up to missing 3 black and orange flags (due to loose bodywork) and 1 black flag 
(due to a loss of patience by the clerk of course) and was relegated down the grid in Alonso fashion. Perhaps a visit to 
Stuart Jones would be of benefit!! 
 
Still for us probably some of the best qualifying entertainment came from the misfortune suffered by the man formerly 
known as No 2, Lee Chatburn. Fresh from his exploits at Knockhill (Lee you never did tell me where you finished or who 
presented you with your trophy) and Anglesey (where he gave new meaning to “doing it in a tent”), Lee found himself with 
only 3 wheels pointing in the right direction. With no support crew available to repair the car and Lee claiming to not know 
one end of a spanner from the other, Nelson’s Column was able to obtain exclusive photos: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hayley found the sight of Lee with a tool in his hand highly amusing but, with loads of advice from Chris Walsh, he was 
ready to go again in the afternoon!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
� � � *� � � �� � � � � � ' � .� � � *� � � � � � � � ' � � � � � � ! ! � � � � � � � � � � � � �� � � � *� ' � *� � � � � � � � � � � *� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �� � � � *� � � *� � � � � � � � �
5�� � � 66�4 7 � *� � � ��� � � � � �  � � � � � � � � � � � � 8� � .� ' � � � � � � � � � � � � ' � � � � � *� � � � � � *! ! � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � ! � � � � � 0� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
� � � �9� *� �� � � �� � � � �� �� � �� � � *� ' �� � � � ' � � � �*� �� � � �� � � � � � � �� �� � � �- � � � �*� �� � - � � �� � � � �  �
 

 

 



Lunch brought us one of Lord Diz’s much loved drivers’ briefings, although to be fair he was providing valuable advice 
about 750MC’s starting procedure, which in the end turned out to be almost as long as the race itself!! Come to think of it 
the briefing was longer than the race and almost ruined Mike Mullins plans to see his pals during the lunch break.   
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Having worked himself a convenient marshalling position in the pit lane for access to the paddock Mike was a little 
dismayed to find most of the drivers heading in the opposite direction when the course was closed. Still there was a 
leather clad spectator to keep him company in the drivers absence and no (before you jump to conclusions) it wasn’t of 
the female variety but instead our very own John Wilkinson, who had made the trip from Wetherby by motor bike (is there 
no end to this man’s talent?). 
 
Back at team Bailey, things were quite laid back, almost horizontal in fact: David and Gus trying to catch their usual pre-
race nap, Ken puffing serenely on his pipe and………….then the kids came back!! David had been somewhat 
disappointed with his qualifying position but with Ben’s onboard camera tracking his every move in the race, we were 
looking forward to some entertaining footage as he tried to work his way through the pack. 
 
And so to the race. I never met “Moose”, having started to race only a couple of year’s ago, but recognise that his legacy 
to NW FF 1600 is the very thing that I find most enjoyable – the great atmosphere and friendship that is offered to all who 
join our “club”. This year the race was a true memorial to “Moose” with entertaining and skillful battles throughout the field, 
plus a very worthy and popular winner in Neil Patten. The view from the pit wall isn’t great these days due to “health and 
safety requirements” (whatever happened to enjoyment – Ken used to race at Oulton when the course was tree-lined with 
few barriers – now that was dangerous!!). However, the sight of Neil and the excellent Tom Bradshaw going into Old Hall 
side-by-side during their race long battle was the highlight of the race for me. I’m sure that in the years to come old git’s 
like me will be telling those who’ll listen that we used to race with “young Tom” (or will it be Billy when the memory is 
failing) before he became famous – in my case usually a lap behind!!   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
Behind these two there were a batch of drivers who all put in an excellent “shift”: 
Jimmy Ebbrell on his second and final farewell appearance at Oulton: a great performance from a true privateer and a 
place on the podium. 
James Cole: Quick and competitive all weekend resulting in a best FF finish (4th). 
Neil McArthur: A great return to form and quote “I really enjoyed that” (which, lest we forget, is what it’s all about). 
David Bailey: Excellent progress to 6th and an entertaining “touch cloth” experience on the oil at Druids to make the 
onboard filming worthwhile!!    
Ian Parkington: 7th confirmed the progress he’s made this season, where he’s been almost untouchable in Class D. 

 

 



Lee Chatburn (see above): Overcame his qualifying woes to bring his own prepared car home in 8th, but perhaps felt a 
little guilty that he crossed the line in front of Chris Walsh who had helped him put the bits back together in the right 
order!! 
Those not so lucky this weekend will no doubt have their moment of glory sometime in the near future. John Loebell must 
wonder when his luck is going to change (having taken pole with ease and then ending up as a spectator for most of the 
race), Chiz (who’s as popular in our house as he is with Hutch’s family) probably feels like the Moose just isn’t his race 
and Mark Chadwick suffered one of those frustrating car failures that occasionally happen to every formula ford driver. 
Talking of misfortune, David Murphy’s broken rib story takes some beating, but there is clearly nothing that will stop this 
family from going racing and he managed to drive through the pain barrier to bring the RF85 home 2nd in Class D. 
 
So there you go a personal view of this year’s Moose Trophy from Nelson’s Column. Despite him giving me an article to 
write instead of preparing my Reynard for the 23rd, thanks to Diz for organising a cracking race, plus Chris Hodgen and 
750MC for making it all possible. 
 
Now then lets get the ratios done, check the fluids, charge the battery………………………………………�
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I THINK THE LIFE CYCLE IS ALL BACKWARDS  
 
You should die first; start out dead and get it out of the way. Then you 
wake up in a nursing home, feeling better every day. 
 
You get kicked out for being too healthy; go collect your pension; then, 
when you start work, you get a gold watch on your first day. 
 
You work 40 years until you©re young enough to enjoy your retirement. 
You drink alcohol; you party; you©re generally promiscuous and you get 
ready for high school. 
 
You go to primary school; you become a kid; you play; you have no 
responsibilities; you become a baby, and, then, you spend your 
last 9 months floating peacefully with luxuries like central heating, 
spa, room service on tap, larger quarters everyday, and, finally, you 
finish off as an orgasm. 
 
I rest my case.  
 
 
 
 
 



 
DONALD RUMSFELD BRIEFED THE PRESIDENT THIS MORNING. HE TOLD BUSH THAT 3 BRAZILIAN SOLDIERS WERE 
KILLED IN IRAQ . 
TO EVERYONE©S AMAZEMENT, ALL OF THE COLOUR RAN FROM BUSH©S FACE, THEN HE COLLAPSED ONTO HIS DESK, 
HEAD IN HANDS, VISIBLY SHAKEN, ALMOST WHIMPERING 
FINALLY, HE COMPOSED HIMSELF AND ASKED RUMSFELD, "JUST EXACTLY HOW MANY IS A BRAZILLION?" 
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